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THE GREAT SHANG CITY
Officially the first Chinese dynasty was the Hsia (2205-1766 B.C.). This was followed by the Shang dynasty (1766-ii22 B.C.). Such records of these as exist in ancient literature, however, have been doubted and Chinese history proper was held to have begun with the Chou dynasty. This was assumed, though not with certainty, to have followed the Shang in 1122 B.C. Recent excavations at An-yang put back the known history of China some 250 years and it is now possible to date it as early as the fourteenth century B.C.
According to Chinese tradition a powerful tribal chief Pan-Keng settled with his people shortly after 1400 B.C. in the region of An-yang. Here he built, on the banks of the Huan river, the "great Shang city". Archaeological discoveries have confirmed this. The inhabitants of this city were therefore the oldest known to Chinese history and the kingdom of which the city was the capital was that of the Shang dynasty.
The site was remarkably apt for a capital city. Loess soil, a mixture of disintegrated clay and vegetable particles, is considered to be one of the most fertile in the world. It does not commonly carry trees or shrubs and does not, therefore, need clearing. The river at this spot forms an ample curve and it protected the town on three sides and brought water for the crops and the cattle. The fourth side of the town, facing west, was protected by a chain of mountains running north-south, some of whose foothills projected eastwards towards the town and provided the necessary wood for building. Everything required for the development of a lasting civilisation was therefore at hand. This had not, apparently, gone unnoticed by previous tribes, as traces of neolithic habitation were found in
180ortant find, he ran the risk of being carried off by brigands and held to ransom. The robbers of tombs had evolved their own method. As they could only work by night they spent the daytime sounding the ground by driving in long, hollow sticks where they considered the site favourable, The nature of the soil brought up inside the stick indicated whether or not there might be an ancient tomb under the surface. If the soundings were favourable, a gang of fifty or sixty men, armed with
